
To:  The Honorable Ron Mariano, Speaker of the House of Representatives 

       The Honorable Karen Spilka, Senate President 

       The Honorable Cindy Friedman, Senate Chair, Joint Committee on Health Care Financing 

       The Honorable John Lawn, Jr., House Chair, Joint Committee on Health Care Financing                    

       The Honorable Frank Moran, Second Assistant Majority Leader 

       The Honorable Hannah Kane, Ranking Minority, Joint Committee on Health Care Financing         

       The Honorable John Cronin, Senate Vice Chair, Joint Committee on Health Care Financing 

       The Honorable Bruce Tarr, Senate Minority Leader 

 

From: The below 133 signatories including a breadth of MA health care stakeholders and leaders  

 

Date: July 24, 2024 

 

Re: Section 116 of S. 2881, An Act enhancing the health care market review process 

 

We greatly appreciate the tireless work that both chambers have done to improve health care in 

Massachusetts this legislative session. 

 

As you know, we have a Primary Care crisis with regard to access to care. Many of you have 

experienced firsthand or through friends and family how difficult it is to find a Primary Care clinician. 

This seems poised to get worse as 1/3 of the Primary Care workforce in Massachusetts is over the age of 

60 (MHQP/CHIA Dashboard) and clinician burnout among PCPs continues to rise. Meanwhile, 

healthcare has become increasingly unaffordable and inconvenient, while quality remains stagnant and 

health inequities persist.  

 

In 2021, the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine issued a report on Primary 

Care stating that Primary Care is the only component of health care that delivers both better health and 

increased health equity, with the potential to decrease the overall cost of care. In other words, increasing 

investment in Primary Care offers a chance to get more for less. Despite Primary Care’s advantages for 

health, equity, and cost, we continue to invest only about 7% of MA healthcare dollars in Primary Care 

(about 5% nationwide), while peer countries invest 12-15% in Primary Care and achieve markedly 

better health outcomes in areas such as life expectancy, infant mortality, and preventable deaths.  

 

We owe it to the residents of Massachusetts to do better. 

 

The Senate Healthcare Bill (S. 2881, An Act enhancing the health care market review process) features 

Section 116, the establishment of a Primary Care Task Force (PCTF), charged with studying Primary 

Care access, delivery, and payment in Massachusetts. The PCTF will be asked to issue recommendations 

over the next year to stabilize and strengthen the Primary Care system and the Primary Care workforce. 

The PCTF will also be asked to define Primary Care for these purposes and increase the transparency 

regarding funds flow into Primary Care. 

 

We urge you to support Section 116 of the Senate Healthcare bill (S. 2881) as a critical first step in 

addressing the Primary Care crisis in Massachusetts. If we ignore this crisis, Primary Care will continue 

to erode, and the cost of healthcare will continue to rise in the face of worsening health equity and 

access to care. 



Thank you for your consideration, 

 

Wayne Altman, MD, Founder of the MA Primary Care Alliance for Patients (MAPCAP), Professor and 

Chair of Family Medicine at Tufts University School of Medicine 

 

Lora M. Pellegrini, President and CEO, Massachusetts Association of Health Plans  

 

John E McDonough, DrPH, Professor of Practice, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 

 

Amy Rosenthal, MPH, MPA, Executive Director, Health Care For All 

 

Michael Curry, Esq., President & CEO, Massachusetts League of Community Health Centers 

 

Judith L. Steinberg MD, MPH, FACP, Former Senior Advisor to the Assistant Secretary for Health, 

US Department of HHS and lead, HHS Initiative to Strengthen Primary Health Care  

 

Barbra Rabson, MPH, President and CEO of Massachusetts Health Quality Partners 

James Roosevelt Jr, Former CEO Tufts Health Plan; Immediate past Chair MHQP 

Julita Mir, MD, Board Chair, Massachusetts Health Quality Partners (MHQP) 

Lucilia Prates, Massachusetts Health Quality Partners (MHQP) Consumer Health Council Chair 

 

Hugh Taylor, MD, President of the Massachusetts Medical Society (MMS) 

Barbara Spivak, MD, President of Mount Auburn Cambridge IPA & Immediate Past President of MMS 

Carole Allen, MD, MBA, past president, MMS; former Commissioner, MA Health Policy Commission   

Allan Goroll, MD, Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School; Past President of MMS 

Alain Chaoui, MD, Family Physician, Past President MMS 

Dennis M. Dimitri MD, FAAFP, Professor Emeritus of Family Medicine and Community Health, 

UMass; Past President MMS; Past President Massachusetts Academy of Family Physicians 

 

Hannah Biederman, MD, Board Chair, Massachusetts Academy of Family Physicians (MassAFP) 

Ron Adler, MD, FAAFP, President, Massachusetts Academy of Family Physicians 

Manju Mahajan, MD, FAAFP, Vice President, Massachusetts Academy of Family Physicians 

Matthew Libby, DO, FAAFP, Treasurer, Massachusetts Academy of Family Physicians 

Flora Sadri-Azarbayejani DO, MPH, FAAFP, FASAM, Past President of MassAFP 

 

Brenda Anders Pring, MD, Mass. Chapter of American Academy of Pediatrics President (MC-AAP) 

Mary Beth Miotto, MD, MPH, MC-AAP Immediate Past President 

Lloyd Fisher, MD, MC-AAP Past President 

Aaron Bornstein, MD, Board member of MC-AAP 

 

Judith Melin, MA, MD, FACP, Governor, MA Chapter, American College of Physicians (MA ACP) 

 

Duncan Daviau, MPAS, PA-C, President Elect, Massachusetts Assoc. of Physician Assistants (MAPA) 

Catherine McKinnon, NP, Executive Director, Massachusetts Coalition of Nurse Practitioners 

 

 



Assaad Sayeh, MD, CEO of Cambridge Health Alliance   

David L. Longworth, MD, Former Chair BILH Primary Care/President Lahey Hospital & Medical Ctr 

Steve Strongwater, MD, Former CEO of Atrius Health  

 

Russ Phillips, MD, Director, Center for Primary Care & Primary Care Physician at Health Care Assoc. 

Katherine Gergen Barnett, MD, Vice Chair of Primary Care Innovation & Transformation, Boston 

Medical Center; Health Innovator Fellow, Aspen Institute; Associate, Harvard Center for Primary Care 

Gordon D. Schiff MD, Associate Director, Center for Patient Safety Research and Practice, Brigham 

and Women's Hospital. Quality and Safety Director Harvard Medical School Center for Primary Care  

David Duong, MD, MPH, Director, Primary Care Equity, Access & Advocacy, Harvard Medical School 

Jane Fogg, MD, Adjunct faculty, Harvard Medical School Center for Primary Care 

Kirsten Meisinger, MD, Director of Leadership and Transformation, Harvard Center for Primary Care 

 

Sumbul Siddiqui, Cambridge City Council 

Victor Davila, Springfield City Council, Chairman of General Government Committee 

 

Renee Crichlow MD, FAAFP, Chief Medical Officer, Codman Square Health Center; Vice-Chair of 

Health Equity, Boston University Medical School, Dept. of Family Medicine 

 

Manny Lopes, MD, President & CEO, Fallon Health 

 

Eileen McAnneny, Esq., President, Employer Coalition on Health 

 

Asaf Bitton MD, MPH, Associate Professor of Medicine and Health Care Policy, Harvard Medical 

School and Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 

 

Michael Fine, MD, President and Board Chair of Primary Care ofr All Americans (PC4AA) 

 

Susan Edgman-Levitan, PA, ED of the John D. Stoeckle Center for Primary Care Innovation at MGH 

 

Rushika Fernandopulle, MD, MPP, Co-founder, Iora Health 

 

Arlene Ash, PhD, Professor and Division Chief for Biostatistics and Health Services Research, 

University of Massachusetts Chan Medical School 

 

Paul Hattis, MD, JD, MPH, Senior Fellow, Lown Institute 

 

Danna Mauch, PhD, President and CEO, Massachusetts Association for Mental Health 

 

Mohammad Dar, MD, Chief Medical Officer, Community Care Cooperative (C3) 

 

Jeffrey L. Schnipper, MD, MPH, Research Director, Division of General Internal Medicine and 

Primary Care, Brigham and Women’s Hospital; Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School 

 

Nicholas Weida MD, Residency Program Director and VP Clinical Affairs, Greater Lawrence Family 

Health Center  



Robert A. Baldor, MD FAAFP, Professor and Founding Chair, Dept of Family Medicine, UMass Chan 

Medical School-Baystate 

 

Geoffrey Pechinsky, MD, Chief Medical Officer, Lynn Community Health Center 

 

Warren Ferguson, MD, Professor Emeritus of Family Medicine & Community Health, UMass  

 

Wendy B. Barr, MD, MPH, MSCE, FAAFP, Associate Dean of Education and Curriculum, UMass 

Chan Lahey Regional Medical Campus 

 

Joshua Metlay, MD, PhD, Chief, Division of General Internal Medicine, MGH 

 

Tracy Kedian, MD, Associate Dean of Admissions at UMass Chan School of Medicine 

 

M. Diane McKee, MD, MS, Professor and Chair of Family Medicine and Community Health at UMass 

Chan Medical School 

 

Mario Motta, MD, Cardiologist North Shore Medical Center; former President of MMS 

 

Michael Kaplan MD FAAFP, President Berkshire District Medical Society  

 

Daniel Mullin, PsyD, MPH, Director, Center for Integrated Primary Care at UMass Chan 

Medical School 

 

Jeffrey I. Lasker, MD, MMM, Former President & CEO, New England Quality Care Alliance 

 

George Maxted, MD, Chief Medical Officer, SSTAR, Fall River, MA 

 

Laura J Sullivan, MD, Chief, Department of Family Medicine, Cambridge Health Alliance 

 

Henry D’Angelo, MD, Chair, Department of Family Medicine, Newton Wellesley Hospital 

 

Eileen Reynolds, MD, Chief, Division of General Medicine, BIDMC 

 

Mark Allara, MD, CEO of AllaraCare, Family Physician, Middleton Family Medicine 

 

Lawrence S. Friedman, MD, The Anton R. Fried, MD Chair, Department of Medicine, NWH 

 

Jenny Chiang, MD, MS, FAAFP, CEO, MetroWest Healthcare Alliance 

 

Adam D. Garretson, MD, FAAFP, Medical Director Clinical Informatics, UMass Chan Medical 

School – Baystate 

 

Stephanie D. Silverman, MD, FAAFP, Medical Director, Baystate Family Medicine Northampton 

 

Olga Valdman, MD, Executive Director of Worcester Rise for Health 



Daniel J. McCullough, MD, FAAFP, Beth Israel Lahey Health Primary Care; Family Medicine 

Clerkship Director, UMass Chan Medical School Lahey Regional Medical Campus 

 

Richard Siegrist, Doctor of Public Health Faculty Director, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 

Jean Chang, MD, Resident Physician at Tufts University Family Medicine Residency at CHA 

Alexandre J. Wenk-Bodenmiller, MD, UMass Family Medicine Resident 

Rachel Weinstock, MD, Lawrence Family Medicine Resident 

Benji Cole, Tufts medical student 

Emily Doucette, Tufts medical student 

 

Laura Zucker, MD, Medical Director, Family Practice Group in Arlington, MA 

Andrew Chandler, MD, Family Practice Group in Arlington, MA 

Parra Tomkins, MD, Family Practice Group in Arlington, MA 

Karen R. Hinchen, PA-C, Family Practice Group in Arlington, MA 

Alithia Monroe, PA-C, Family Practice Group in Arlington, MA 

Betsy Shor, PA-C, Family Practice Group in Arlington, MA 

 

Katherine J Atkinson MD, FAAFP,  Medical Director, Atkinson Family Practice 

James B. Broadhurst, MD, MHA, UMass Department of Family Medicine 

Heather Jones, MD, Winchester Family Physicians 

Andrew Escoll, MD, BILH Primary Care, Tewksbury 

Aimee Hromadka, MD, Mass General Brigham/North Shore Physicians Group, Rowley MA 

Stephen Finney, MD, MS, Primary Care Obesity Medicine at Southcoast Health 

Leonard M Finn, MD, Medical Director, Needham Wellesley Family Medicine 

Kami Phillips, MD, Family Physician, Gardner, MA 

Tania Bandak, MD, Family Physician, Chestnut Hill, MA 

Randi Sokol, MD, MPH, MMedEd, Program Director, Tufts Addiction Medicine Fellowship at CHA 

Deborah Bershel, MD, Family Physician, Davis Square Family Practice in Somerville, MA 

Christine Rooney, MD, President and Chief Medical Officer, Kronos Health in Lawrence, MA 

Jonathan Snider, MD, Medical Director Wellesley Family Care Associates 

Laura Garelick MD, Chief of Family Medicine, Beth Israel Deaconess Hospital Needham 

Steven Barrett, MD, Family Physician, Manchester By The Sea, MA 

Christopher Garofalo, MD, Physician and Owner, Family Medicine Associates of South Attleboro 

Stephanie Carter-Henry, MD, Medical Director/Education Director, Hahnemann Family Health Center 

Parul Desai, MD, Needham Wellesley Family Medicine 

Clark Van Den Berghe, MD, Family Physician at Lynn Community Health Center 

Sarah Tsang, MD, Family Medicine, Valley Medical Group Amherst 

Pierre Ghassibi, MD, Family Physician  

Parker A Duncan Diaz, MD, MPH, FAAFP, Board of Directors, California Physicians’ Alliance 

Kastoori Iyengar, MD, MBA, Family Physician, Medical Director of Quality for Population Health, 

Office of Clinical Integration, UMass Memorial Health 

 

 

 

 

 



Maury McGough, MD, North Shore Physicians Group 

Mohini Daya, MD, Internal Medicine/Pediatrics Primary Care Physician 

Stephen Erban, MD, MPH, Chief, Section of Clinical Informatics, Division of Health Systems 

Science; UMass Chan Medical School 

David Weinstock, DO, Grove Medical Associates in Auburn, MA 

Liza Meyerhardt MD, Medical Director, Newton Wellesley Physicians Primary Care Needham/Newton 

Michael Golden MD FACP, Medical Director, Personalized Medicine, Beverly MA 

 

James M. Perrin, MD, FAAP, Professor of Pediatrics, HMS; MassGeneral Hospital for Children 

Ronald E. Kleinman, MD, Physician-in-Chief Emeritus, Mass General for Children; 

Charles Wilder Distinguished Professor of Pediatrics, Harvard Medical School 

Charlie Homer, MD, MPH, Associate Clinical Professor, Dept of Pediatrics, Harvard Medical School 

Michael Yogman, MD, Retired Cambridge Pediatrician, Harvard Medical School faculty 

Mark Mandell, MD, Pediatrician in Salem, MA 

 

Doug Freeman, President, Secured Realty, Inc.  

Rachel Wilson, COO and Co-Founder, Bluebird Kids Health 

Meagan Sabatino, PhD Candidate, Population Health Sciences, UMass Chan Medical School 

 

Peggy Burns, MAPCAP Patient Advisor 

  

PA Jeff Kellogg, MBA, MS DFAAPA, Founder Greylock Medical  

Andrew S Fischer, retired owner of Fischer Construction  

Steven Law of Rockport, MA 

Bonnie L. Shepard of Wellfleet, MA 

Howard Cloth of Lexington, MA 

Paula T Archer of Belmont, MA 

Joseph K Archer of Belmont, MA 

Paul McCarthy of Shirley, MA 

Rick Guidelli of Cambridge, MA 


